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INTRODUCTION1

Until the victorious Lord of lords comes in His overwhelming
power and glory, the spiritual battle between good and evil, light and
darkness will rage on. Even though Satan shall never win the war, he
refuses as yet to raise the white flag in surrender, acknowledge defeat,
and cease his rebellious, destructive efforts.

God has expended time and effort in giving us the Holy Scriptures
to reveal His eternal plan for all time and for all humanity, in general,
and for those who will follow His Son as Christians, in particular.
Through His oversight and providential care, God continues to execute
His plan of reconciliation and human redemption, which He formulated
before the world began (Rom. 16:25-26). We must learn the lesson that
God’s ways and thoughts are highly superior to our own (Isa. 55:8-9).

From the beginning of time, as in the case with Adam and Eve,
Satan has been more than willing to offer alternatives to what God has
revealed for our spiritual, physical, social and emotional well being.
Satan uses a variety of devices (2 Cor. 2:11) with which he seeks to
counteract God’s plan and come between our God and us. It behooves
each of us who have “ears to hear” to listen, discern and practice what
the Spirit says unto the churches in every area of our lives including the
realm of Christian unity.

GOD PROMOTES UNITY AMONG CHRISTIANS
Christianity is a revealed-from-heaven religion. Praise and honor

are due unto Him “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness,
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and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son” (Col. 1:13).
All who have heard the truth of the Gospel, and “have obeyed from the
heart that form of doctrine” (Rom. 6:17) delivered by Christ and His
apostles, have been regenerated and born into the eternal kingdom.
Since the “birthday” of the church, recorded by Luke in Acts of the
Apostles, “the Lord [has] added to the church daily such as should be
saved” (Acts 2:47). As Christians, faithful and true, we are members of
God’s family traveling home together.

God purposed and envisioned unity among Christians as is
reflected in the spirit of our Lord’s prayer shortly before His crucifix-
ion. Jesus lifted His voice to the Father and prayed for unity among His
contemporary disciples as well as for us. He prayed for our oneness. He
prayed for our unanimity of spirit with the effect being that the world
would believe on Him whom the Father had sent (Jn. 17:20-21).

Through the Holy Spirit, the apostle Paul made an urgent, crucial
appeal to Christians living in Corinth. By inspiration of the Spirit, he
wrote: “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions
among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind
and in the same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10). When men speak only “as the
oracles of God” (1 Pet. 4:11), without the addition or blending of
human opinions, human doctrines (Mt. 15:9), and doctrines of devils
(1 Tim. 4:1), they will speak a uniform message with a unifying effect
on believers.

Paul additionally exhorted the saints of Ephesus to be “Endeavour-
ing to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3).
Thus, to be true to Christ, we must zealously work toward the spiritual
unity of the body of Christ. The spiritual body of Christ is not to be
divided (1 Cor. 1:13). However, the body of Christ is not synonymous
with the spiritual bodies founded by other men.

SATAN’S STRATEGY: ADOPT A SPIRIT OF UNITY
We live in a complex, rapidly changing world. Our culture pushes

“believers in Jesus” to buy into a fabricated “spirit of unity” where all
believers in Jesus practice tolerance of one another, even though there
are conflicting differences of belief and practice. Since truth is held by
so many to be relative rather than absolute, who is qualified to say one
person’s truth is better than another person’s version of truth? Truth is
now subjective. It is whatever the “believer in Jesus” wants it to be.
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Some of our brethren are now giving in to the appeal of the siren’s
song for all believers “to come together at the foot of the cross and
celebrate what we have in common.” The “Core Gospel” concept
suggests that “believers in Jesus” should focus exclusively on the
central theme of the Gospel: the death, burial and resurrection of our
Savior.

Through the years, the ecumenical movement has sought to bring
“believers in Jesus” together without any acknowledgment that
doctrinal error rampantly exists, or the tragic results it produces in the
lives of those embracing it. Doctrine, being considered divisive by
popular culture, has been swept away as merely the dust of antiquity.

Quite in vivid contrast, the unity of the Spirit is spiritual unanimity
that is produced by embracing the Spirit-revealed message in the text
of Holy Scripture and walking by faith in obedient trust. The Word of
God is given to instruct and guide our feet in the strait and narrow path
of righteousness that leads to eternal life. The unity of the Spirit is that
precious unity that is produced by the Spirit when like-minded souls
live, worship and serve God within the parameters of the Spirit’s
message. Since the Holy Word of God is complete, infallible, and
universal, the message must not be altered to pacify the whims of
changing cultures.

Christians of every era are called upon to live within the boundary
God has set. We must observe His platform for Christian unity. “There
is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your
calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all,
who is above all, and through all, and in you all” (Eph. 4:4-6). The
question of Amos clearly rings: “Can two walk together, except they be
agreed?” (Amos 3:3). Does anyone find it ironic that in Satan’s strategy
for unity among the religious world, he seeks to destroy the unity that
currently exists within the Lord’s body?

SATAN’S STRATEGY: “EMBARRASS AND BELITTLE”
Make no mistake, Satan knows how to make people squirm and

feel, oh, so uncomfortable. He likes to make allegations against God’s
faithful children to make them question and even doubt themselves. He
knows he can always have some success with this technique.

Satan will not neglect the opportunity to slander and accuse God’s
children of thinking they are better than others who do not understand
the Scriptures in the same way. Through his messengers, he will charge
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us with being unloving, unchristian, sectarian, pharisaical and
exclusivistic for not fellowshipping the Christian church and the whole
denominational order.

If we are truly Christians, there is no room in our hearts for
arrogance, or a proud spirit, which would claim superiority. As Paul
indicated, we should only “glory in the Lord” (2 Cor. 10:17). The
church of our Lord, by its very makeup, is to be distinctive from all
other organizations in the world. Since it carries a negative connotation,
no one really wants to be called “sectarian.” Well meaning brethren do
not want to be thought of in terms as being bigoted.

However, one cannot embrace heresy and be a genuine advocate of
Christian unity. “Heresy” is defined as “that ‘which is chosen,’ and
hence, ‘an opinion,’ especially a self-willed opinion, which is substi-
tuted for submission to the power of truth, and leads to division and the
formation of sects ... such erroneous opinions are frequently the
outcome of personal preference or the prospect of advantage.”2

The church that Christ purchased with His blood, and that belongs
to Him as His possession, is not responsible for the religious division
and the formation of hundreds of sects so prevalent in the modern
religious world. Faithful brethren are not promoters of factions or sects.
God has called upon each of us to hear His Son and follow Him. We
have not been given freedom in Christ to construct a religion of our
own making. We do not have Divine authority and liberty to elevate
our opinions over the doctrine of Christ. Sectarianism is the product of
denominationalism. It is not a natural byproduct of the Gospel or the
working of the Spirit who revealed that there is one body. The working
of the Holy Spirit did not lead to schism and departures from the faith.
To the contrary, the Holy Spirit, through Paul, forewarned against such
(1 Tim. 4:1). Those who hear and follow the doctrines of men allow
themselves to be partakers of division, wearing the names of various
parties or sects rather than the name of Christ and it alone.

There should be no embarrassment in our hearts when we only
wear the name “Christian” as brethren did at Antioch (Acts 11:26), or
either to be known by our God-given identity as belonging to Jesus
Christ: “The churches of Christ salute you” (Rom. 16:16).

By its very nature, Christianity is both inclusive and exclusive. It
is inclusive in the sense that God offers reconciliation, pardon, and
deliverance from sin to every man, woman and young person through
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The Gospel is to be preached unto every



310 Satan’s Strategy for “Christian” Unity

creature giving everyone the opportunity to come into the family of
God (Mt. 28:18-20).

Christianity is exclusive in the sense that there is but one Savior,
one faith, one kingdom, one body, one church, one way unto life
eternal. Jesus said to Thomas, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no
man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (Jn. 14:6).

SATAN’S STRATEGY: CHURCH A DENOMINATION
Satan knows we have the tendency to think in terms of that with

which we are familiar. For instance, the minds of the early disciples
were prejudiced concerning the kingdom Jesus would soon establish
because of their familiarity with the political kingdom of Herod the
Great. Since that was what they were familiar with, they could not
envision the spiritual kingdom Jesus would reign over. For many
decades now, children have been born into a world filled with denomi-
nations. That is all they know. In most towns and cities across America
there are any number of denominational bodies clamoring for attention
and more members, et cetera.

Satan would have all of us embrace the tale that the churches of
Christ were born of late having developed as a product of the American
Restoration Movement and founded by Alexander Campbell. There-
fore, we must know our “point of origin” to have a proper frame of
reference. The church of our Lord does not have its roots in the
American Restoration Movement as certain deceivers have stated even
in the national media, nor is our founder a man originally from Ireland
by the name of Alexander Campbell, who came to North America
September 29, 1809. The church, rather, has its roots in Old Testament
prophecy and is the fulfillment of Christ’s promise: “I will build my
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Mt. 16:18).
Christ did not promise to build a denomination among denominations.
He simply declared His purpose to build His church in view of the
Heavenly Father’s will. Christ is both the founder and the “chief corner
stone” of His church. The preposition “of” in the designation “church
of Christ” is one that denotes ownership. So we read: “The churches of
Christ salute you” (Rom. 16:16). The name by which we are called and
known surely does matter. It is not sectarian to be a member of the
church of Christ, having been added thereto by the Lord (Acts 2:47).
We are no more sectarian than were the disciples of the first century.
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Those who are not content with the doctrine of Christ and His church
are truly the ones who are responsible for sectarianism.

Men, such as Barton W. Stone, Thomas Campbell, Alexander
Campbell, and a host of others, were working under the objective
during the nineteenth century to draw men out of the fog of
denominationalism/sectarianism. They did so seeking to get men to
return to Jesus Christ and the “Ancient Order” of Christianity, as
directed by the Holy Scriptures.

SATAN’S STRATEGY: EXPANDED GRACE
None of us are sinlessly perfect. Paul writes: “For all have sinned,

and come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). John further writes:
“If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word
is not in us” (1 Jn. 1:10). So, Satan asks: “Who is perfect anyway?” He
has therefore instructed his messengers to teach the brethren that God’s
grace is sufficient to allow for “incidental errors” due to human
fallibility. After all, none of us “get it right 100% of the time.”
“Precision obedience is unreasonable,” Satan says. He continues, “Who
can live up to such a standard?”

Yet, there is a marked difference in the eyes of God between
“walking by faith” and “walking by one’s own will.” God has given
conditions whereby one may enter into the body of Christ and be a
recipient of His grace. He further has given conditions whereby we may
be cleansed from our unrighteousness, which include confession and
repentance. Are we, our neighbors, or our friends willing to repent and
return to the way of God’s righteousness and walk exclusively with
Him in the light?

CONCLUSION
The only way men, women and young people may glorify our God

and Creator in the twenty-first century is to yield, submit and obey
Jesus, the Lord of lords. His way, the way of truth and abundant living,
is found in surrendering our wills, thoughts and opinions to His
doctrine. Just as Satan twisted and misapplied the Scriptures with Jesus
in the days of His temptation, so he continues to wrest them today. Just
as Jesus overcame in knowing and properly applying the Holy Word,
so you and I may be victorious and follow Him to see the Father’s
glory and be with Him forever. Brethren, if our goal is to be men-
pleasers, we cannot be true servants of God (Gal. 1:10). We must not
allow modern pop culture to alter our identity as the body of Christ or
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wrest control of the church’s direction from the Captain of our
salvation.

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 W.E. Vine, Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words (McLean,
VA: Mac Donald Publishing Company,1984), 557.
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